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JISC Digest is a regular quarterly bulletin 
designed to provide an update on the latest JISC 
activities, news and policy developments.

1. General

1.1 Capital programme 2006 – 2008

A large number of bids have been received in response 
to the initial calls for proposals under JISC’s £81m 
capital programme. Issued in April, the calls covered: 
regional pilots to explore the use of ICT to support lifelong 
learning; projects, tools and services to support HE 
institutions to develop repositories; identity management, 
and digitisation. Proposals are now being considered and 
it is envisaged that the successful bids will be announced 
in September and October. Further calls will be issued in 
September and April 2007.

A roadmap giving further details of these calls is available 
at: 
www.jisc.ac.uk/capital_roadmap.html 

Further details of the programme are available at:  
www.jisc.ac.uk/capital.html

1.2 JISC Strategy

JISC is looking to publish its new Strategy 2007-2009 
in December 2006 following a consultation exercise. A 
new focus to the strategy will be so-called ‘third stream’ 
activities, that is to say, ways in which JISC can contribute, 
through knowledge transfer, to wider economic goals as 
a distinctive higher education mission. A seminar was 
held in June to which representatives from the HE sector, 
SMEs and other interested parties were invited to give 
their views on how JISC might best deliver support to 
the sector. A consultation exercise is soon to begin on 
this area of work, and further details will be announced 
shortly.

1.3 International partners join the e-Framework 

New Zealand’s Ministry of Education (MoE) and the 
Netherlands SURF Foundation have been formally 

welcomed as Partners in the e-Framework Initiative.

The e-Framework is an ambitious and far-reaching 
programme, exploring more flexible approaches to the 
technical infrastructures for e-learning, e-research 
and e-administration. Undertaken up to now by JISC 
and Australia’s Department for Education, Science 
and Training (DEST), the initiative is attracting growing 
international support, from national education and 
research bodies as well as commercial IT suppliers 
worldwide.

The new partnership arrangements were formalised 
at a meeting in London of the JISC-DEST Cooperation 
Partnership Board on June 15th at which it was also 
decided that overall responsibility for the initiative would 
remain with the Board.

For further information on the e-Framework, please go 
to: www.e-framework.org/ 

1.4 ALT partnership

JISC and ALT (Association for Learning Technology) have 
signed an agreement which will lead to a significant 
increase in the already close level of cooperation between 
the two organisations. The development of a community of 
researchers and practitioners with appropriate learning 
technology skills will be central to the agreement and its 
implementation. Among the main areas of collaboration 
will therefore be support of community-strengthening 
initiatives such as UK Lab Group and ALT’s certified 
membership scheme, CMALT. The partners will be 
particularly active in supporting events of interest to the 
UK e-learning community.

For further information, please go to:  
www.jisc.ac.uk/index.cfm?name=partner_alt 

1.5 New chairs for JISC sub-committees

Five of the six JISC sub-committees have had new chairs 
appointed recently. Alun Hughes, Head of Learning and 
Information Services at the UHI Millennium Institute, 
is the new Chair of the JISC Learning and Teaching 
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committee, while Alison Allden, Deputy Registrar 
& Director of Information Services at the University 
of Bristol, was recently appointed Chair of the JISC 
Integrated Information Environment committee. David 
Baker, Principal of The College of St Mark and St 
John, chairs the JISC Content and Services committee, 
and Maria Lee, Head of the Centre for Educational 
Development at Queen’s University of Belfast, is the new 
Chair of the JISC Organisational Support committee. 
Professor John Wood is the new Chair of the JISC Support 
of Research committee.

2. e-Research

2.1 e-Infrastructure briefing paper

A briefing paper outlining key components of the UK’s 
e-infrastructure and objectives of JISC’s e-Infrastructure 
Programme has recently been issued. e-Infrastructure 
is the term used for the technology and the organisations 
that support distributed research collaborations based 
on large-scale computing resources, a high-bandwidth 
grid infrastructure and high-performance visualisation. 
JISC’s e-Infrastructure programme builds on work by the 
JISC Support of Research committee, the e-Science Core 
Programme, and the Office of Science and Innovation 
(OSI) e-Infrastructure Roadmap initiative (see below).

For further information, please go to:  
www.jisc.ac.uk/index.cfm?name=programme_
einfrastructure 

2.2 OSI e-Infrastructure Working Groups

In July 2004 the Treasury, DTI and DfES published the 
“Science and Innovation Investment Framework 2004-
2014”, which set out the government’s ambitions for UK 
science and innovation over that period, in particular their 
contribution to economic growth and public services. 
It argued that over the next decade the growing UK 
research base must have ready and efficient access to 
digital information of all kinds such as experimental 
datasets, journals, theses, conference proceedings and 
patents. A section of the strategy addressed the need 
for an information e-infrastructure to support this and 
proposed a DTI (Office for Science and Innovation)-led 
steering group to focus discussion and assess funding 
requirements to develop it.

JISC has been working with the DTI and other partners 
such as the British Library and the Research Councils 
on 6 working groups examining the requirements for the 
information e-infrastructure. JISC is allocating significant 
funds under its current £81million Capital Programme 
to pump-priming new developments in this area such as 
institutional repositories, digital preservation, and Grid 
services, as well as extending its range of application 
and broadening its user base. A synthesis and combined 

report from the DTI working groups is now in preparation 
for September 2006 which will provide a roadmap for 
departmental bids to the 2007 Comprehensive Spending 
Review.

2.3  e-Science in the Arts and Humanities

JISC and the Arts and Humanities Research Council 
(AHRC) have jointly set up the Arts and Humanities 
e-Science Support Centre (AHeSSC). Hosted by King’s 
College London and located at the Arts and Humanities 
Data Service (AHDS) and the ICT Methods Network, 
the centre will enable research practitioners to embed 
the advanced use of ICT in their research and teaching 
practices. It will also support collaboration across 
traditional subject and discipline boundaries. 

The AHeSSC is an important part of the AHRC/JISC 
initiative on e-Science in Arts and Humanities research, 
which is being undertaken in coordination with the 
Engineering and Physical Sciences Research Council 
(EPSRC), an initiative whose principal objective is to 
extend the work of the e-Science programme to the Arts 
and Humanities. Another joint AHRC/JISC/EPSRC activity 
is a call for bids to be issued in the next month to include 
e-Science research projects to a total value of around 
£2m with six 4-year e-Science postgraduate studentships.

For further information, please go to: 
www.ahrcict.rdg.ac.uk/activities/e-science/  
www.ahessc.ac.uk/

2.4 Virtual Research Environments (VREs)

£2 million has recently been allocated to further develop 
the activities of the existing VRE programme, which brings 
together tools and technologies into collaborative multi-
disciplinary environments to support researchers. Under 
Phase 2, technologies will be piloted across a broad 
spectrum, involving researchers in development, as well 
as raising awareness, stimulating changes in practice and 
encouraging uptake amongst the community. 

Phase 2 pilot projects should be integrated and innovative, 
focussing on implementing real changes in practice, while 
providing support for a broad range of research activities 
and addressing any barriers to adoption. 

Further information, and timescales for funding, can be 
found at: 
www.jisc.ac.uk/programme_vre.html

3. e-Learning

3.1 Distributed e-Learning

An important strand of JISC’s Distributed e-Learning 
programme was the establishing of regional pilots which 
since 2004 have been exploring how regional, multi-
institutional collaborations can use e-learning to support 



lifelong learners and in particular progression into higher 
education. A recent evaluation and synthesis report on 
these projects has highlighted their many successes, 
in particular their development of the concepts, 
technology and practice around e-portfolios and personal 
development planning (PDP) which provide a framework 
within which lifelong learners can record their learning 
achievements as a means of enhancing progression. The 
report also points to the enhanced cross-institutional 
collaborations, greater regional awareness and closer 
links with the Lifelong Learning Networks and regional 
career development services which the regional pilots 
have fostered.

For further information, please go to:  
www.jisc.ac.uk/pilotsdetail.html 

4. Middleware

4.1 The UK Access Management Federation 

Plans are continuing for the launch of the UK Access 
Management Federation in early 2007. The Federation 
will be run by UKERNA on behalf of JISC and Becta. 
Educational institutions will be invited to join the 
UK Federation and adopt new technologies such as 
Shibboleth, which will provide institutions with a route to 
a single sign-on to resources for users through federated, 
devolved authentication.

The first of a series of nationwide events was recently 
held in London and attended by senior IT managers, 
publishers and service providers. JISC is also funding 
early adopter projects and a Middleware Assisted Take-
Up service to support institutions in the transition to 
federated access management. 

For further information, please go to:  
www.jisc.ac.uk/shibboleth.html  
www.matu.ac.uk  
www.ukfederation.org.uk 

5. e-Administration
5.1 e-Assessment briefing paper

A briefing paper which brings together JISC’s work in the 
area of e-assessment has been sent to all colleges and 
universities in the UK. Following the recent launch of the 
online e-assessment glossary which was produced in 
partnership with the QCA (Qualifications and Curriculum 
Authority), the briefing paper gives details of the many 
JISC-funded e-assessment projects currently being 
undertaken through a variety of programmes, including 
Exchange for Learning (X4L), Distributed e-Learning and 
the e-Framework.

For further information, please go to:  
www.jisc.ac.uk/assessment 

5.2 Freedom of Information

JISC is represented on two key national advisory bodies 
relating to information rights legislation. 

The first is the newly formed Information Rights User 
Group, chaired by Baroness Ashton of Upholland, 
Parliamentary Under-Secretary at the Department 
for Constitutional Affairs, on which Steve Bailey, JISC 
Records & Information Manager, represents the 
education sector. 

JISC is also represented on the DfES’s Freedom of 
Information Act - Education and Skills FOI Sector Group. 
Both bodies are assessing the impact of information 
rights legislation on the public sector and ensuring 
that their views are considered by government when 
implementing legislation in this area.

JISC has commissioned Liverpool John Moores University 
to create and maintain an innovative tool of use to 
HE practitioners in this area and all those interested 
in obtaining information about the sector. The JISC 
Information Governance Gateway will provide a single 
source of reference for best practice and case law 
emerging in the field of information rights legislation, as 
well as providing access to the publication schemes and 
disclosure logs created by each institution. The Gateway 
will be available from November 2006.

6. Information Environment

6.1 JISC’s response to RCUK statement on access 
to research outputs

JISC welcomed the statement made in June by Research 
Councils UK (RCUK) in which RCUK reaffirmed its belief in 
the value of repositories as a means of improving access 
to the results of publicly-funded research.

The position statement restated the encouragement given 
by RCUK last year to researchers to deposit their outputs 
in e-print repositories, suggesting that deposit should take 
place at the earliest opportunity. Research councils have 
begun setting out their guidance for implementing the 
RCUK principles, with three research councils (BBSRC, 
ESRC and MRC) so far mandating deposit, one (CCLRC) 
‘recommending’ deposit, with two others still consulting.

JISC is investing significantly in the development of 
institutional repositories in the UK through its £3.5m 
digital repositories programme, the £13.8m repositories 
and preservation strand of its capital programme and its 
support for the development of UK PubMed Central as a 
repository for research outputs in bio-medicine. 

Further principles restated by RCUK include calls for 
rigorous quality assurance procedures through peer 
review, efficient and cost-effective communication 



and dissemination mechanisms and the long-term 
preservation of research outputs, principles which JISC 
also actively supports.

To access the RCUK statement, please go to: 
www.rcuk.ac.uk/access 

To see JISC’s response please go to: 
www.jisc.ac.uk/index.cfm?name=rcuk_jiscresponse

To find out more about JISC’s digital repositories 
programme, please go to: 
www.jisc.ac.uk/index.cfm?name=programme_digital_
repositories

6.2. e-Theses in Wales

Electronic theses held at Welsh universities can now be 
automatically deposited at the National Library of Wales 
thanks to one of the projects in JISC’s Digital Repositories 
programme, the Repository Bridge.

As one of the UK’s legal deposit libraries, the National 
Library of Wales receives copies of all doctoral and 
research masters level theses produced at Welsh 
universities. Providing a system which continued this but 
which exploited the potential for electronic deposit and 
access was central to the work of the project. Based at 
the University of Wales Aberystwyth and the University of 
Wales Swansea, the Repository Bridge is now able to add 
the theses of other higher education institutions in Wales 
to the digital repository at the National Library.

With the UK as a whole moving towards the electronic 
provision of theses, the new system will provide a regional 
hub for the UK-wide EThOS project which is looking to 
create a federated structure for the electronic depositing 
of the more than 14,000 theses produced in the UK each 
year. Technical innovations devised by the project have 
been recommended in a recent national report for wider 
adoption.

For further information, please go to:  
www.inf.aber.ac.uk/bridge/ 
www.ethos.ac.uk

7. e-Content

7.1 Digitisation

The first resources to be made available from JISC’s 
£10m Digitisation programme were launched in May. 
The Medical Journals Backfile project is digitising three 
million pages of historic British and American medical 
journals in partnership with the Wellcome Trust and the 
US National Library of Medicine (NLM). The archive will 
be freely and openly available on PubMed Central and the 
archive will grow as new issues of the journals are added 
after an embargo period of six months.

For further details please go to: 
http://library.wellcome.ac.uk/backfiles

This project is one of six digitisation projects being 
managed by JISC with funding from HEFCE (Higher 
Education Funding Council for England). The JISC 
programme represents a total investment of some 
£10m in the digitisation of high-quality online content, 
including sound, moving pictures, newspapers, census 
data, journals and parliamentary papers for use by the UK 
further and higher education communities.

Consultation on projects involving the further investment 
of £4m is currently being undertaken. For further 
information on the programme and this consultation 
please go to: 
www.jisc.ac.uk/digitisation_home.html 

8. Other

8.1 Regional Support Centres (RSCs)

Two recent reports have highlighted the significant 
contribution being made by the RSCs to the post-16 
education sector in the UK. The first, commissioned jointly 
by the Learning and Skills Council and the DfES, looked 
at post-16 e-learning support services across England 
and spoke in highly favourable terms of the RSCs’ 
“practical help across a range of key areas, including staff 
development, supporting development of organisational 
strategy and independent technical advice.” Confirming 
the results of other surveys, it found that “JISC RSC 
services were frequently (but not exclusively) cited, 
unprompted, as the most useful service available.”

The second report, an independent review of the RSCs 
undertaken on behalf of JISC, found that “the group of 
services [the RSCs] provide, centred upon their mission 
of supporting the development of e-learning capacity, 
are not available from other sources,” and that “the light 
touch management of the RSCs by JISC has allowed them 
to flourish as regional agencies.”

The review goes on to make a number of 
recommendations, which are now being considered.

The items included in this digest are selective.  
A more comprehensive view of JISC’s activities 
is available from other regular JISC publications, 
including the monthly JISC Headlines.  
For further information, and to give feedback on this 
publication, please contact p.pothen@jisc.ac.uk or go 
to www.jisc.ac.uk/index.cfm?name=pub_digest2.


